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CONFIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 0922 

STADIS//////////////////////////////////////////////// 

FOR DUBS FROM SCHNEIDER 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, IN 

SUBJECT: VOA COVERAGE OF INDIAN ELECTIONS 

1 . JAGAT MEHTA SPOKE TO ME VERY INFORMALLY LAST NIGHT 
EXPRESSING THE HOPE THAT COVERAGE OF THE INDIAN ELECTIONS 
BY US CORRESPONDENTS WILL BE BALANCED. HE RECOGNIZES THAT 
MANY OF THE EARLY IMPRESSIONS OF INDIA IN WASHINGTON WILL 
COME FROM HOW THE PRESS COVERS THE ELECTIONS. I TOLD HIM 
THAT US CORRESPONDENTS WOULD, OF COURSE, REPORT WHAT THEY 
SAW AND I HOPED THE GOI WOULD FACILITATE THEIR ACCESS. 

2. JAGAT’S CONCERN ABOUT BALANCE PARTICULARLY WORRIED ME 
THIS MORNING WHEN I HEARD THE MORNING VOA COVERAGE OF THE 
ELECTIONS. VOA'S ONLY COVERAGE REPORTED THAT INDIAN 
OPPOSITION LEADERS HAD REACTED NEGATIVELY TO MRS. GANDHI'S 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE ELECTION. THE BRIEF STORY REPORTED THAT 
GEORGE FERNANDES HAD, IN A LETTER TO HIS COLLEAGUES, URGED 
THEM TO BOYCOTT THE ELECTION, SAYING IT "WOULD BE UTTERLY 
SUICIDAL FOR THE OPPOSITION TO TAKE PART." THE STORY QUOTED 
PILOO MODY AS SAYING HE WAS SURPRISED THAT ELECTIONS HAD 
BEEN CALLED WHILE POLITICAL PRISONERS WERE STILL IN JAIL. 

VOA FAILED TO INCLUDE COMMENTS, INCLUDING SOME FROM THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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OPPOSITION, WELCOMING THE ELECTIONS AND THE MAJOR EVENT OF 
THE DAY, THE DISSOLUTION OF THE PARLIAMENT. 

3. 1 KNOW THAT TEJA MONITORS VOA EVERY MORNING AND I FEAR 
JAGAT'S FIRST EXAMPLE OF LACK OF BALANCE MAY BE THE VOA 
ITSELF. I STRONGLY BELIEVE THAT VOA SHOULD REPORT ALL THE 
FACTS, HOWEVER UNVARNISHED, REGARDING THE COMING ELECTIONS. 
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BUT I BELIEVE BALANCE WAS LACKING IN THIS CASE AND VERY 
MUCH HOPE IT CAN BE REGAINED IN FUTURE COVERAGE. I 
CERTAINLY DON'T WISH TO QUESTION VOA'S INDEPENDENCE IN 
COVERING THE NEWS. I HOPE IT WILL NOT MIND THIS COMMENT 
ABOUT HOW COVERAGE COULD BE IMPROVED. 

SCHNEIDER 
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